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Don’t Even Get Me Started… Podcast 

 As a student who studied within the school of Communication as well as Computing and 

Digital Media throughout my entire college career, I wanted to create a thesis project that 

embodies the skills and concepts taught within those courses. Sound Design was a course that I 

took particular interest in as an undergraduate, studying in the school of Computing and Digital 

Media. It only seemed natural for me to choose a project that would incorporate Sound Design, 

the challenge was finding the right project that would incorporate that area of interest while also 

allowing me to explore concepts and skills I learned from my communication classes. When I 

originally signed up for Special Topics in Journalism course with Scott Vyverman that explored 

the topic of Podcasting, I hoped to learn about an area of digital content creation that I had not 

yet explored in my past courses. What I did not realize was that this course would call upon 

skills I learned from my CDM courses even though it was being taught within the school of 

communication. For this thesis project I decided to work with Scott Vyverman on extending the 

podcast I originally created for his journalism podcasting course.  

For this project, I wanted to complete a total of four goals. The first would be to lengthen 

the original podcasts to 30 minutes total by adding a 15-minute segment. Also, I added five more 

podcasts to create a total of ten to complete the project. The second would be to design a logo 

and theme around the podcast that reflects my work. The third would be to create a website that 

hosts these podcasts as well as additional information about the works themselves and the project 

as a whole. Finally, the fourth goal would be to post these works on a website like Soundcloud 

that allows listeners to share the content easily through formats such as social media. Each goal 



posed its own challenges and obstacles, but they all helped contribute to teaching me more about 

the world of podcasting and the opportunities it can provide for women who have an interest in 

communication and sound design.  

The first goal for this project was to extend on the five original 15-minute podcasts I 

recorded for the course by editing those original episodes and adding another element to it. I 

decided that I would add an additional 15-minute segment to the beginning of each podcast 

entitled People, Politics and Pop Culture. In this segment, I would dig into these topics from my 

own personal perspective and give the listeners a sense of who I am as a podcaster. I felt that this 

element was important to add to this project because I wanted to get a sense of the work that 

professional podcasters do to create their own content. My main goal of completing this DCMA 

program has been to explore the many different careers paths that this degree can provide me and 

creating this podcast has given me a sense of whether this is a path I would like to take after 

graduation. Then for the second half of the episode, I continued the original segment I created for 

this podcast where I interviewed friends and family of mine and talked about topics of interest to 

them and things that you “don’t even want to get them started on.” This was one of the first 

challenges I faced while creating this podcast as I had to work with other individuals to complete 

this segment of the podcast. I needed to coordinate schedules with my guests and find time to 

record these podcasts that was convenient to them. As well, I needed to be flexible with the place 

in which these podcasts could be recorded, as some of the guests I had on the podcast could only 

meet for a small amount of time on campus and didn’t have the ability to travel too far to find a 

space suitable for recording. In the end, I was able to use my skills as a sound designer to piece 

together all of the podcasts nicely despite having limited recording time for some of the podcasts 

or having background noise in some of the recordings because of where we recorded.  



The second goal for this project was to design a logo and theme around the podcast. 

Ultimately, I wanted this logo and theme to reflect the work I was doing in the podcast. I 

designed this logo with a couple different things in mind, the first being the color I wanted it to 

be. Before I started creating this logo, I did some research on 

logo colors and their purpose and message. I decided on 

choosing purple or violet because it reflects education, 

creativity and uniqueness. I felt that those were the three 

things that embodied my podcast as the topics discussed 

educates my listeners on issues of importance such as politics, 

is a creative outlet for not only me, but my guests to talk about topics they are passionate about, 

and is unique in that it has its own personality. The second thing I had in mind while creating this 

logo was the shape that would drive the theme of this podcast. Since this podcast was created to 

be a “rant” podcast and the title itself reflected that, I needed to find a symbol that demonstrates 

it. The word “don’t” helped me ultimately come to the octagonal shape most commonly know as 

relating to a Stop Sign. This word holds a lot of weight in telling the viewer to stop and it only 

made sense to choose such a shape to be the main symbol for my logo. Together, these things 

create the logo and theme around my podcast entitled Don’t Even Get Me Started… This part of 

the project also allowed me to explore another career path that this DCMA degree program has 

provided me to learn about. Graphic Design is an area of the program I have explored the least, 

but is one of the most interesting and challenging design fields I have had the opportunity to 

learn about. I only had a few lessons in some courses about designing logos and themes around 

an idea or concept, but this project and the program overall helped me learn more about the 

possibilities that graphic design can provide as a possible career choice.   



The third goal for this project was then to create the website that would host podcasts and 

any additional information discussed in each episode. The front page of this site begins with a 

banner image of me and a guest that I recorded with and the title of the podcast. This is meant to 

be the element that grabs the viewer’s attention when they first arrive at the site, in order to get a 

sense of what the podcast Don’t Even Get Me Started… is all about. Then, as the user scrolls 

down the page, the podcasts are shown in reverse order starting with the most recent episode and 

finishing with the first episode. That way regular listeners don’t have to scroll all the way to the 

bottom of the page to listen to the most recent episode. I structured the front the page this way so 

that listeners don’t have to click around the site to get to the main content, it’s right there for 

them to find and listen to. In addition to the podcast itself, I provide links to additional 

information that is discussed in each episode. There may be certain topics my guests and I may 

talk about that the listener wants to look into further and these are helpful links that they can 

click on. The other tabs on this site include a page where viewers can read more about the 

project, a video and link to information about the DePaul Digital Communication and Media 

Arts program, and a link to my portfolio where viewers can see other works I have done 

throughout my undergraduate and graduate years. The creation of this website posed another 

challenge for me when completing this project as I had little experience with designing an entire 

website. I decided that using a website builder like WordPress would allow me to focus more on 

the content that would go into the website, including the design and less about the technical 

structure of it. My concern for this website from the beginning was about the design and 

WordPress allowed me to focus on that aspect. What I found most challenging about this part of 

the project was working with the website builder. I have certain restrictions because I am a free 

user instead of premium one. I chose to keep my subscription as a non-premium user because the 



personal premium account did not provide enough flexibility as a designer for the cost I would 

have needed to pay. Instead, I simply adapted to the websites restrictions. I ended up finding a 

design that is a great reflection of the work I created in this podcast and is structured to best 

show the content without having to pay the extra cost.   

The fourth and final goal for this project was to put these podcasts up on a site where 

listeners can access and share these episodes easily. Soundcloud was the site I chose as it 

provides an RSS feed that allows me to link these podcasts directly to this website. This helped 

eliminate the challenge of getting my podcasts onto the website for users to have easy access to 

listening. In fact, WordPress embeds the link to Soundcloud directly into the page to allow users 

to stream the podcast straight from their site. As well, Soundcloud allows users to easily share 

content through email and social media sites. That way, listeners can do more than just hear what 

my guests and I have to say, but can share it with the world as well. A great part about using 

Soundcloud as my RSS feed was that it allowed me, as a content creator, to easily upload my 

work online. I noticed that after I posted these podcast, people, other than friends and family I 

was sharing these episodes with, have been listening to the podcasts and liking the work I 

created. This tells me that Soundcloud is actually allowing my work to be accessed and heard by 

anyone on the site which I hope can help with building the audience for my podcast beyond my 

classmates, friends and family that I share my work with. It also gives me a sense, as a content 

creator, to experience how professional podcasters work is liked and shared with other people 

online.   

After completing all ten of these podcasts, designing the logo and theme, and creating the 

website, I learned a lot about podcasting and the opportunities it can provide to me as a content 

creator. My most significant learning outcome from this project was discovering the different 



areas that I can explore for a career path after graduation. Whether I choose sound design, 

graphic design or website design, this project allowed me get a sense of what it is like to be a 

professional podcaster and the podcast itself is the physical representation of this. This project 

allowed me to record, edit and create a design around the theme of Don’t Even Get Me 

Started…While this project offered a great deal of challenges along the way, I feel that I have 

created a product I am proud of. It has allowed me to demonstrate my skills as a sound designer, 

content creator and graphic designer.  

 

 

 

 


